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Abstract:

This research examines the legal framework governing international environmental disputes, focusing
on their definition, characteristics, types, and the legal challenges associated with their resolution. It explores
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms—such as negotiation, mediation, inquiry, conciliation, and
arbitration—and analyzes their legal effectiveness, strengths, and limitations. The study emphasizes the
importance of adopting flexible and specialized mechanisms capable of addressing the technical and legal
complexities of environmental conflicts.

Through a detailed legal analysis supported by both Arabic and international references, the research
evaluates the practical effectiveness of these mechanisms and their ability to promote environmental justice.

A particular focus is placed on how ADR tools are applied in complex environmental disputes and how they
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compare to traditional legal procedures in terms of efficiency and fairness. The findings reveal that although
ADR methods have proven advantages in terms of speed and adaptability, they are still underutilized due to
factors such as weak treaty frameworks and a lack of political will. Based on these findings, the study
recommends the creation of permanent specialized bodies for environmental dispute resolution, including an
international environmental court or dedicated arbitration and mediation centers with legal and technical
expertise. Such developments would contribute to a more effective and just system for resolving
environmental disputes through peaceful and sustainable means.

Keywords: Environmental disputes; international law; arbitration; ADR; mediation, sustainability
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