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Abstract:

This study examines digital citizenship in fragile states from a political sociology and constitutional —
institutional perspective, focusing on the relationship between virtual participation and political
representation under conditions of accelerated digital transformation. It argues that digitalization does not in
itself generate effective citizenship unless it is embedded within a coherent framework of institutional
legitimacy grounded in the rule of law, equal access, and enforceable accountability mechanisms.

Addressing a theoretical gap between digital governance scholarship and fragile state literature, the
study advances the concept of “Constitutional Digital Citizenship” as an analytical framework that reconnects
technological transformation with the structural foundations of legal authority and institutional regulation.
Rather than assuming that digital expansion is inherently democratizing, the study conceptualizes digital
citizenship as contingent upon the constitutionalization of digital rights and the capacity of the state to
subject cyberspace to legality and judicial oversight.

Methodologically, the research adopts a comparative, indicator-based approach drawing on the United
Nations E-Government Development Index (EGDI), the E-Participation Index (EPI), and the Rule of Law Index
(2024). Through a structured comparison of Lebanon, Tunisia, and Irag, the findings reveal a structural gap
between technical digital readiness and institutional solidity. The results suggest that digital capacity
functions as a mediating variable whose representative impact depends on the robustness of constitutional
and regulatory frameworks.

The study concludes that in fragile contexts, digital transformation operates as a structural amplifier: it
enhances representative capacity where institutional legitimacy is consolidated and reproduces systemic
fragility where constitutional foundations remain weak. Consequently, the success of digital citizenship
should be assessed not by the breadth of technological infrastructure, but by the degree to which cyberspace
is effectively integrated into the architecture of legal authority and accountable governance.

Keywords: Digital Citizenship; Fragile States; Constitutionalizing; Institutional Legitimacy; Digital

Governance; Political Representation; Rule of Law.
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