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Abstract:

This research paper aims to achieve two primary objectives: highlighting the methodological role of
prior studies in structuring scientific research serving as the foundation for formulating a precise and clear
research problem and developing clear, measurable hypotheses and presenting an applied model
demonstrating the transition from critiquing prior studies to constructing the research problem and deriving
hypotheses within a doctoral thesis. To this end, the research problem is defined by the following two
questions: How can prior studies be methodically utilized to construct an original and precise research

problem and subsequently formulate measurable hypotheses? Furthermore, what are the practical
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procedural steps involved in a social science’s doctoral thesis? The research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach describing and critiquing prior studies while highlighting their strengths, limitations, and scientific
characteristics followed by an empirical approach that utilizes an applied model from a doctoral thesis in
urban geography. Regarding the study tools, a bibliographic approach drawing on selected existing studies
was adopted to identify prior research, hypotheses, and the research problem, and to demonstrate their
theoretical application in framing the problem and formulating hypotheses. The study concluded that
presenting and critically analyzing previous research plays a direct role in constructing the research problem
by identifying research gaps and serves a pivotal function in the scientific formulation of hypotheses.

Keywords: Previous studies, Research gap, research problem, hypotheses, social sciences.
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